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Press Office



           25/05/2020           
GREAT NAMES FOR THE CASTS 
OF THE 2021 OPERA FESTIVAL AT THE ARENA DI VERONA
Fondazione Arena di Verona announces the 2021 casts for a truly stellar season that combines the 2020 program with top projects for 2021, starting with the eagerly awaited return of Riccardo Muti 41 years after his only appearance at the Arena.
	Roberto Alagna, Marcelo Álvarez, Roberto Aronica, Anna Maria Chiuri, Jorge de León, Plácido Domingo, Amartuvshin Enkhbat, Yusif Eyvazov, Aida Garifullina, Alberto Gazale, Vittorio Grigolo, Saioa Hernández, Maida Hundeling, Ruth Iniesta, Murat Karahan, Jonas Kaufmann, Aleksandra Kurzak, Ambrogio Maestri, Angela Meade, Francesco Meli, Chris Merritt, Riccardo Muti, Anna Netrebko, Lisette Oropesa, Ailyn Pérez, Michele Pertusi, George Petean, Olesya Petrova, Saimir Pirgu, Anna Pirozzi, Anita Rachvelishvili, Marina Rebeka, Katia Ricciarelli, Luca Salsi, Ekaterina Semenchuk, Valeria Sepe, María José Siri, Rafał Siwek, Carlo Ventre, Sonya Yoncheva, Elena Zilio… 




The opera world and classical music in general involves long-term planning and therefore it is worthwhile emphasizing the important commitment of the Fondazione Arena di Verona to ensure all artists the continuity of their work and guarantee the city and the surrounding area a fundamental legacy such as the Opera Festival - in all its splendour and in completeness - right from 2021, considered as the first season free from the current government restrictions.
There are very numerous appointments at the 98th Opera Festival in 2021: from the opera debut by award-winning director Gabriele Muccino with the double bill Cavalleria rusticana and Pagliacci, to the return on-stage of Katia Ricciarelli in the new role of Mamma Lucia, and great couples on stage and in life, such as Anna Netrebko and Yusif Eyvazov, who, after the extraordinary experience of 2019 are together again for three unmissable performances of Turandot, as well as Roberto Alagna and Aleksandra Kurzak, together in an extremely rare performance in both roles of Cavalleria rusticana and Pagliacci. Also to be remembered is the eagerly awaited debut of Jonas Kaufmann and the welcome return of the stars Plácido Domingo and Roberto Bolle, true idols of the Opera Festival. 
As well as these events, already programmed for 2020 and rescheduled in 2021, Fondazione Arena has added, on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the world première at Cairo Opera House in 1871, an extraordinary inauguration with Aida in concert form, which promises to be a truly unique event, thanks to the participation of Maestro Riccardo Muti, worldwide ambassador of Italian culture.
To mention just a few, the star-studded cast of the two evenings (19th and 22nd June) features soprano Sonya Yoncheva in the role of Aida for the first time in her career, Francesco Meli as Radamès, Amonasro interpreted by Luca Salsi and Anita Rachvelishvili in the role of Amneris.
Another rightful tribute to Giuseppe Verdi, on the 120th anniversary of his death, is his Messa di Requiem conducted by Speranza Scappucci, an internationally acclaimed artist on her Arena debut.
Fondazione Arena therefore confirms its commitment to offering spectators the utmost artistic quality in every single evening by means of extraordinarily talented artists who will ensure each performance the atmosphere of a première.
In this celebration of art, Fondazione Arena has unfortunately lost a great new friend, Maestro Ezio Bosso, who had immediately shown his love, friendship and enthusiasm for the city of Verona, for the Arena’s workers and for their General Manager and Artistic Director Cecilia Gasdia: Beethoven’s Symphony N° 9 remains on the 2021 program, but a new conductor will have to be chosen. The delicacy of this moment, the need for respect for Maestro Bosso’s faithful spectators, but also the appropriate tact with whoever replaces him on the podium, oblige Fondazione Arena di Verona to make a well considered wise choice, taking all the time necessary. In the meantime, Fondazione Arena once more confirms its complete willingness to develop, in the near future, a project for a public salute and tribute which pays fitting homage to the late conductor, in perfect agreement and collaboration with his heirs as well as local and national institutions. 

We also wish to stress that at this time it is even more valuable than ever to be able to count on the closeness and support of all our sponsors, to whom we wish to extend our most sincere thanks: Unicredit, our Major Partner for over 20 years, the Calzedonia Group with the Falconeri brand, Volkswagen Group Italia, Deutsche BAHN and Veronafiere, as well as Air Dolomiti, Casa Vinicola Sartori, GrandVision, Metinvest, SDG Group, SABA parcheggi, Vicenzi, Aeroporto Catullo, A4 Holding, Veronabooking.
Info 

Fondazione Arena di Verona Press Office
Via Roma 7/D, 37121 Verona
tel. (+39) 045 805.1861-1905-1891 

ufficio.stampa@arenadiverona.it - www.arena.it 

Ticket Office
Via Dietro Anfiteatro 6/B, 37121 Verona
tel. (+39) 045 59.65.17 - fax (+39) 045 801.3287
biglietteria@arenadiverona.it - www.arena.it
Call center (+39) 045 800.51.51 

Advance ticket sales Geticket
Press and Media Advisors Alessia Cappelletti with Marina Nocilla 

consulenti@capelletti-moja.com 

tel. +39 347 5801910 / Tel. +39 338 7172263

150th anniversary
1871   AIDA   2021
Giuseppe Verdi
concert version
19, 22 June
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Cavalleria rusticana
Pietro Mascagni
Pagliacci
Ruggero Leoncavallo
Direction Gabriele Muccino | New production
25 June
2, 22, 31 July
14 August
Aida
Giuseppe Verdi | Direction Franco Zeffirelli
26 June
1, 9, 15, 21 July
4, 8, 12, 21, 27 August
4 September
Nabucco
Giuseppe Verdi | Direction Arnaud Bernard
3, 17, 24 July
6, 13, 20, 26 August
1 September
La Traviata
Giuseppe Verdi | Direction Franco Zeffirelli
10, 16, 23 July
7, 19 August
2 September
Turandot
Giacomo Puccini | Direction Franco Zeffirelli
29 July
1, 5, 28 August
3 September
Verdi
Requiem 

18 July
Domingo Opera Night
30 July
Roberto Bolle and Friends
3 August
Jonas Kaufmann 

Gala Event
17 August
Beethoven Symphony No. 9
22 August
OPERA	       GALA
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