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23/06/2021
DOUBLE INAUGURATION AT THE ARENA DI VERONA
WITH THE NEW PRODUCTIONS OF THE 98th OPERA FESTIVAL
On the 25th MEDITERRANEAN PASSIONS AND THE TRIBUTE TO FELLINI DEBUT WITH Cavalleria rusticana & Pagliacci. THE FIRST NIGHT OF Aida ON SATURDAY 26th ALREADY SOLD-OUT. 

In collaboration with the VATICAN MUSEUMS, VATICAN APOSTOLIC LIBRARY, VALLEY OF TEMPLES PARK, NATIONAL CINEMA MUSEUM, RIMINI’S FELLINI MUSEUM, TURIN’S EGYPTIAN MUSEUM, with the patronage of the MINISTRY FOR CULTURE
Cavalleria rusticana & Pagliacci 

Friday 25th June 2021 – 9:00 pm
Aida 

Saturday 26th June - 9:00 pm
Arena di Verona
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Set design sketch for Pagliacci, 2021 © Fondazione Arena di Verona 
Following the memorable preview with Riccardo Muti, in the weekend the brand-new stage productions of the 98th Festival are debuting, with Opera once again returning in its most complete form, combining the spectacular Arena tradition and, for the first time, innovative digital sets. 
On Friday 25th there are two verismo masterpieces, short but extremely different operas on one evening: Cavalleria rusticana by Mascagni and Pagliacci by Leoncavallo, whose visuals bring together five Italian and Vatican museum institutions, ranging from Sicilian landscapes to a unique tribute to the cinema of Federico Fellini and opening an international window on Italy’s beauty. Marco Armiliato is conducting a cast of international stars. 
On Saturday 26th young conductor Diego Matheuz is debuting with great Verdi voices for the first time at the Arena in the new production in scenic form of Aida, in collaboration with Turin’s Egyptian Museum. 
The Arena Festival is ready to show spectators the return of Opera in its complete scenic form: direction, scenery, costumes and lighting are all entirely by the Arena’s artistic team, integrated by innovative digital scenery realized in collaboration with D-wok for the video-design. Then, on Friday 25th June, the Opera Festival hosts the return of the very powerful Verismo double-bill Cavalleria rusticana – Pagliacci. The two short operas composed in the same period with music by Pietro Mascagni and Ruggero Leoncavallo (also the author of the libretto and “baptized” on the first night by Toscanini), since the mid 1800s have been traditionally performed together due to their short running time and the topics they have in common (strong passions and love triangles, a skilful intrigue of intense personal drama and choral participation, with a background of religious celebrations and Mediterranean environment). 

Cavalleria rusticana, since its triumph in 1890, has been considered Mascagni’s unequalled masterpiece: composed in a short period to verses by Menasci and Targioni-Tozzetti, it is a faithful reproduction of the plot of a short story by Giovanni Verga, with the addition of an effective, powerful and unique melodic touch. In a Sicily illuminated by the sun of Easter Sunday and the aroma of oranges, young Santuzza, the fiancée of Turiddu, finds herself suddenly rejected by her loved one, who prefers to establish a relationship with Lola, the wife of Alfio, a carter. After a dramatic face-off with Turiddu, which confirms their definitive break-up, Santuzza decides to tell Alfio everything. As the drama comes to a head, the religious processions pass and the hymn to the Resurrected is sung. With the patronage of the Ministry for Culture, on the opening notes of the Opera and during the Inneggiamo chorus, digital images of three very important cultural institutions involved will be screened: the timeless landscapes of the Archaeological and Landscape Park of the Valley of Temples are combined with reproductions of frescoes and historical designs from the Vatican Museums and the collections of the Vatican Apostolic Library. 
Pagliacci adds a meta-theatrical dimension to the immediacy of the verismo drama, right from the prologue which invites spectators to be compassionate for the characters on stage, inspired by a real-life fact that left an indelible sign on the author. Leoncavallo tells the story of Nedda and Canio, a couple of travelling actors who re-enact the comical betrayal of Pagliaccio by Colombina every evening. Things get more complicated in real life, when Silvio, Nedda’s real love, asks her to run off with him far from that life and Canio discovers them, thanks to a tip-off by the deformed Tonio, whose love for Nedda is not reciprocal. To stage this colourful surreal circus world, which is terribly true in its pretence, the creative team of Fondazione Arena turned to the imaginary world of Federico Fellini, in particular to La Strada (1954),but with a nod to his entire cinema world. For the opera’s intermezzo, a fundamental role will be played by the images of the Rimini film director, whose centenary was celebrated quite recently, thanks to the collaboration of the National Cinema Museum (Turin) and Rimini’s Fellini Museum, due to be inaugurated in August. 
Exceptionally, the first performance will feature the true roots of the operas staged, combined under the banner of Culture and Opera: as well Agrigento’s Valley of Temples Park, another Italian institution, the Municipality of Montalto Uffugo (Cosenza), the home town of Ruggero Leoncavallo and the site that was his inspiration for the plot of Pagliacci, will be exclusively connected in live streaming with the Arena di Verona.
Friday 25th June will be the first of five evenings for Cavalleria rusticana and Pagliacci, all conducted by Maestro Marco Armiliato, already acclaimed several times at the Arena (in 2020 he was on the rostrum for the Requiem and the Stelle dell’Opera Gala), conducting the Orchestra of the Arena, the Chorus directed by Vito Lombardi and a top-class international cast: Sonia Ganassi is debuting in a scenic role at the Arena as Santuzza, alongside Turkish tenor Murat Karahan (Turiddu) and Alfio performed by Amartuvshin Enkhbat (featured in a double debut that same evening, also performing Tonio in Pagliacci). The cast is completed by Agostina Smimmero (Lucia) and Clarissa Leonardi (Lola). After the interval, in Pagliacci there will be Yusif Eyvazov (Canio/Pagliaccio), along with Marina Rebeka (Nedda/Colombina), another top-class artist on her debut, Silvio by Mario Cassi and Peppe/Arlecchino by Riccardo Rados, plus the participation of Max René Cosotti and Dario Giorgelè. In Pagliacci, as well as the numerous mimes and walk-ons, there is also the Dance Company and the A.LI.VE. children’s choir directed by Paolo Facincani. 
During the other four performances of the 2021 Festival 2021, many other international stars will alternate on stage for Cavalleria rusticana and Pagliacci: as Santuzza Maria José Siri (2, 22/7, also performing the role of Nedda) and Ekaterina Semenchuk (14/8); as well as Karahan as Turiddu Yusif Eyvazov (2/7) and Piero Pretti (14/8); in the twin role of Alfio and Tonio baritones Sebastian Catana (2, 22/7) and Ambrogio Maestri (31/7 - 14/8); Valeria Sepe (Nedda on 2/7); Fabio Sartori (Canio on 22/7); Matteo Mezzaro (Peppe/Arlecchino on 31/7 - 14/8) and Davide Luciano (Silvio on 2/7 and 31/7). Moreover, on 31st July, Roberto Alagna will make his eagerly awaited double debut at the Arena as the protagonist of both operas, alongside his companion in life Aleksandra Kurzak, who was Violetta at the 2019 inauguration, and Lucia by Elena Zilio. 
”Opera in scenic form returns to the Arena, enriched with an important new feature”, states Verona’s Mayor Federico Sboarina, President of Fondazione Arena. “Our stage and this 98th Festival have even more surprises in store. This year, set design and costumes, for which we are famous worldwide, are combined with digital innovation. The performance of Cavalleria and Pagliacci has the contribution of the Archaeological Park of Agrigento, Vatican Museums, Vatican Library, National Cinema Museum and Fellini Museum. The thematic images of these prestigious institutions make our theatre the fulcrum of Italian cultural exploitation. We’ve raised the bar on quality, involving other excellent bodies and institutions. Next weekend will also be under the banner of great art, in an extraordinary season that will leave its mark on the history of the Opera Festival and our city, after a year and a half of health crisis.” 
 “The Arena di Verona is the home of Opera, Theatre in Music, finally, after a year of only concerts, we find it in its entirety, with a world of professionals on stage and back-stage”, states Cecilia Gasdia, General Manager and Artistic Director of Fondazione Arena di Verona, ”It was not to be taken for granted that the Arena as we know it could have returned. We‘re bringing it back, with an added touch of innovation. An international home where the world’s top artists can return, even just for one evening, to give their utmost with the right tension and the warmth of nostalgia in an atmosphere that is both professional and friendly, unique and unforgettable. They are all anxious, honoured and proud to bring Opera back to this stage and meet the arena  audience. And we with them, right from these two - in fact three - all-new productions, the first of the Festival.”
 “After the magic preview on 19th June, distinguished by the conducting of Maestro Riccardo Muti, Opera returns in it complete form”, specifies Gianfranco De Cesaris, General Director of Fondazione Arena. “The world’s largest outdoor opera theatre, continues its recovery process with great success on behalf of the public, bearing witness to the appreciation of the work carried out by everyone at Fondazione Arena di Verona.”
The cultural institutions involved, including the Vatican Apostolic Library and the Park of the Valley of Temples, thanks to a link in streaming by the former, have participated with enthusiasm in this unprecedented Festival. Among them, the Vatican Museums have collaborated in the inaugural production, fully grasping the spirit of the 2021 Festival 2021, as is stated by Barbara Jatta, Director of the Vatican Museums: “In the joy for the restart after a difficult period, the Vatican Museums are pleased to share the universal message of hope brought by the beauty of art with Fondazione Arena di Verona, the cultural institutions taking part and all the spectators.”
 “We are very happy for this collaboration with the Arena di Verona, which highlights the closeness of visual and musical artistic languages”, stresses Domenico De Gaetano, director of Turin’s National Cinema Museum. On this occasion, the Museum is presenting its collections, considered among the most important in the world, with some unpublished shots that photographer Angelo Frontoni dedicated to maestro Federico Fellini: an indoor portrait of the director that highlights the photographer’s ability to catch intimacy, combining irony and nostalgia, along with several photographs shot on the set of the iconic film 8½ and of Ginger and Fred. In fact, Angelo Frontoni was not only a great portraitist, but also an important cinema photographer, far from the stereotypes of set photography, who imposes his point of views and his personal idea of staging.  His archive, which contains over 54,000 photographs, was bought in 2004 by Turin’s National Cinema Museum and by the National Film Library of the Experimental Cinematography Centre in Rome, an important foundation that ensures the integrity and protection of a unique heritage of images and documentation of the memory of  Italian cinema and customs.”
 “With this window that the Fondazione Arena di Verona opens wide on Italy’s excellent museums”, comments Rimini’s Mayor Andrea Gnassi, “something important is revealed. A collaboration between culture and cinema in which the languages are mixed and meet with a city, Rimini, that has decided to invest precisely in this trajectory, by means of the principal key of imagination, which runs through every period. The Fellini Museum, which will open within the end of the summer, will be a visionary, constantly growing place, in which research and the incessant contribution of art and artists is combined with innovation and technology, to exalt the Fellini’s poetic legacy. A Museum that doesn’t intend interpreting Fellini’s cinema as a finished work to pay homage to, but as a key for imagining everything and the possibility of linking past and present, classic and contemporary art.”
Non-stop, the Arena organization is inaugurating Aida on Saturday 26th June, again at 9:00 pm, its  second completely new production for the 2021 Festival 2021. Young conductor Diego Matheuz, who arrives from the revolutionary Venezuelan Sistema, will alternate with maestro Daniel Oren for the 11 performances of the Verdi masterpiece running until 4th September. Top international performers are alternating on the program, some at the Verona amphitheatre for the very first time, so effectively making every evening a unique unrepeatable first night. Right from the première, the immense open-air stage under the stars is fielding an enviable Verdi cast: as the protagonist, prize-winning American soprano Angela Meade is on her debut, alongside the regal Amneris by Anita Rachvelishvili and the expert Radamès by Jorge de Leòn; baritone Luca Salsi returns as Amonasro, bass Michele Pertusi debuts at the Arena as Ramfis alongside the young Egyptian King performed by Simon Lim, the Messenger by Riccardo Rados and the Priestess by Yao Bohui. With the Orchestra and Chorus, there is also the Arena di Verona Dance Company, as well as hundreds of mimes and walk-ons. In this new production, created entirely by the Arena’s artistic team, the new sets meet digital images in collaboration with D-wok and, during the Prelude, there will be a parade of treasures kept at Turin’s Egyptian Museum, a prestigious and keen cultural partner of the 2021 Festival. 
www.arena.it
#inarena

Special thanks go to all our sponsors, who have confirmed their valuable contribution to supporting Fondazione Arena and its prestigious Festival, even in this difficult period.
First of all, Unicredit, who has been alongside our theatre for over 25 years, in the role of main sponsor, manager of our electronic ticket office and partner in all the Festival’s promotion activities. 

We also thank Calzedonia, Volkswagen Group Italia, DB BAHN and 102.5 and welcome PASTIFICIO RANA, the new entry among our sponsors.
A special mention also goes to all the companies, entrepreneurs, professionals and private individuals who participated in the fundraising campaigns “67 columns for the Arena di Verona” and #iosonolarena, run in recent months by Fondazione Arena.
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25 June 9:00 pm
2, 22, 31 July 9:00 pm
14 August 8:45 pm
Cavalleria rusticana and Pagliacci

Conductor Marco Armiliato 
Chorus Master Vito Lombardi
A NEW PRODUCTION BY FONDAZIONE ARENA DI VERONA

Video design and digital sets D-WOK
((
Cavalleria rusticana

Opera in one act

 Libretto by Giovanni Targioni-Tozzetti  and Guido Menasci
Music by Pietro Mascagni

Cast

Santuzza

Sonia Ganassi (25/6)



Maria José Siri (2, 22/7)



Aleksandra Kurzak (31/7)



Ekaterina Semenchuk (14/8)

Lola 

Clarissa Leonardi 

Turiddu 

Murat Karahan (25/6 – 22/7)





Yusif Eyvazov (2/7)





Roberto Alagna (31/7)





Piero Pretti (14/8)

Alfio 

Amartuvshin Enkhbat (25/6)





Sebastian Catana (2, 22/7)




Ambrogio Maestri (31/7 – 14/8)

Lucia 
Agostina Smimmero (25/6 – 2/7 – 22/7 – 14/8)


Elena Zilio (31/7)


ARENA DI VERONA ORCHESTRA, CHORUS AND TECHNICAL TEAM

((
Pagliacci
Italian opera in a prologue and two acts

Music and libretto by Ruggero Leoncavallo
Cast
Nedda/Colombina

Marina Rebeka (25/6 – 14/8)





Valeria Sepe (2/7)





María José Siri (22/7)





Aleksandra Kurzak (31/7)

Canio/Pagliaccio

Yusif Eyvazov (25/6 – 2/7)






Fabio Sartori (22/7)

Roberto Alagna (31/7)

Tonio/Taddeo

Amartuvshin Enkhbat (25/6)





Sebastian Catana (2, 22/7)





Ambrogio Maestri (31/7 – 14/8)

Peppe /Arlecchino

Riccardo Rados (25/6 – 2, 22/7)





Matteo Mezzaro (31/7 – 14/8) 

Silvio


Mario Cassi (25/6 – 22/7 – 14/8)





Davide Luciano (2, 31/7)

A farmer


Max René Cosotti

Another farmer

Dario Giorgelè

ARENA DI VERONA ORCHESTRA, CHORUS, DANCE COMPANY AND TECHNICAL TEAM
Children’s Chorus A.LI.VE. led by Paolo Facincani

((
26 June 9:00 pm
1, 9, 15, 21 July 9:00 pm
4, 8, 12, 21, 27 August 8:45 pm
4 September 8:45 pm
Aida

Opera in four acts
Libretto by Antonio Ghislanzoni

Music by Giuseppe Verdi
Conductor 
Diego Matheuz (26/6 – 1, 9, 15, 21/7)

Daniel Oren (4, 8, 12, 21, 27/8 – 4/9)

Chorus Master Vito Lombardi
Cast

The King
Simon Lim (26/6 – 1/7)

Romano Dal Zovo (9, 15/7 – 8, 12, 21, 27/8 – 4/9)

Viktor Shevchenko (21/7 – 4/8)

Amneris
Anita Rachvelishvili (26/6)  -  Anna Maria Chiuri (1/7)

Olesya Petrova (9, 15, 21/7 – 4, 8, 27/8)

Judit Kutasi (12, 21/8)  -  Ekaterina Semenchuk (4/9)

Aida
Angela Meade (26/6 – 1, 9/7 – 4/9)



María José Siri (15/7 – 4, 8, 21, 27/8)



Maida Hundeling (21/7 – 12/8)  

Radamès 
Jorge de Leòn (26/6 – 1/7)  -  Murat Karahan (9, 15/7) 

Roberto Aronica (21/7 – 4/8)  -  Samuele Simoncini (8, 12/8)


Marcelo Álvarez (21/8)  -  Carlo Ventre (27/8 – 4/9)

Ramfis 
Michele Pertusi (26/6  – 4/9) 


Rafał Siwek (1, 9/7 – 21, 27/8)  -  Jongmin Park (15/7)


Romano Dal Zovo (21/7 – 4/8) - Giorgio Giuseppini (8, 12/8)

Amonasro 
Luca Salsi (26/6)  -  Simone Piazzola (1, 21/7)


Damiano Salerno (9/7)  -  Sebastian Catana (15/7 – 4, 27/8)



Alberto Gazale (8, 12/8)  -  Ambrogio Maestri (21/8 – 4/9)

A Messenger 
Riccardo Rados (26/6 - 4, 8/8)

Carlo Bosi (1, 9, 21/7 - 12, 21/8)

Francesco Pittari (15/7 - 27/8 - 4/9)

High Priestess
Yao Bohui

Principal Dancer Eleana Andreoudi (26/6 – 1, 9/7 – 4, 8, 12, 21, 27/8 – 4/9)

ARENA DI VERONA ORCHESTRA, CHORUS, DANCE COMPANY AND TECHNICAL TEAM

A NEW PRODUCTION BY FONDAZIONE ARENA DI VERONA

Video design and digital sets D-WOK 
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