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THE WINDS OF HISTORY BLOW ON THE NEW NABUCCO 

OF THE 98th ARENA DI VERONA OPERA FESTIVAL
On Saturday the Festival’s third entirely new production goes on stage: the Verdi masterpiece, conducted by Daniel Oren with an international cast, tells the story of a people in a imposing choral fresco immersed in the 1900s, in collaboration with the National Museum of Italian Judaism and the Shoah and the patronage of the Ministry for Culture
NABUCCO
Saturday 3rd July - 9:00 pm
Arena di Verona
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Set design sketch for Nabucco, 2021 © Fondazione Arena di Verona 
After the memorable double inauguration with Cavalleria rusticana/Pagliacci and a sold-out Aida, the third production created completely ex novo by the Area’s artistic department will be staged on Saturday 3rd July. On the stage for Nabucco, Giuseppe Verdi’s choral masterpiece and one of  the most popular opera of the Festival’s history, will be Opera stars from all over the world, alongside promising young talents: acclaimed baritone Amartuvshin Enkhbat, Anna Pirozzi, Rafał Siwek, Teresa Iervolino, Samuele Simoncini, Carlo Bosi, Romano Dal Zovo and Elisabetta Zizzo. Maestro Daniel Oren is returning to conduct the Arena di Verona Orchestra and Chorus.
The third opera to debut on the program of the Arena’s 2021 summer and the third most performed in the Festival’s history, Nabucco is also the opera that was definitively the decisive moment in Giuseppe Verdi’s career. Written in a period of mourning and profound crisis for the composer, who was not even thirty years old, it came to life due to the insistence of the impresario of La Scala of that period, who compelled the Busseto genius to work on the verses of librettist Solera. The opera is “biblical” right from the definition of the libretto and, with allusions to and quotations from the text of the Old Testament, narrates of the destruction of the temple of Jerusalem and the deportation by Nebuchadnezzar of the Israelites with the prophet Zaccaria to Babylon; this historical fresco is entwined with the romanticized story of Nabucco’s daughters: the legitimate Fenena and the rebellious Abigaille, who contends with her stepsister for both the throne and the love of Ismaele, of the enemy nation. The opera was a resounding success right from the first performance at La Scala on 7th March 1842, and was a new beginning for the composer, not only from an artistic point of view: in fact, the first Abigaille (a titanic role along with that from which the opera takes its title, for the commitment required from the performers) was Giuseppina Strepponi, who would become Verdi’s life-long companion. 
Nabucco is the choral opera par excellence, for the predominant role played by the crowds, right from the first scene in the temple, but above all for the nostalgic and anguished singing of the exiles on the banks of the Euphrates, the famous Va’ pensiero. To stage the opera, Fondazione Arena’s creative team decided to draw a parallel between the Verdi masterpiece and the troubled vicissitudes of Jewish people in Italy in the 1900s, completely respecting the original dramaturgy, but alluding to documented images and real events, because history regards everybody. 
During the initial Symphony, a series of photographs are screened on the LED walls of the large digital sets: it comprises material from Ferrara’s MEIS, the National Museum of Italian Judaism and the Shoah, custodian of ancient and recent memories. In fact, a symbolic image was chosen for the program, close to the story portrayed on stage and that of Verona: the destruction of the Jewish Ghetto in the old town centre of Verona, which occurred approximately a century ago, in the vicinity of the Lamberti tower. 
President Dario Disegni explains, ”For the MEIS it is an honour to collaborate with a venue such as the Arena di Verona, a true symbol of Italian excellence. Giuseppe Verdi’s Nabucco is a timeless opera that represents the spirit of our Museum, which is committed to narrating the history, role and cultural influences of Jews in Italy.”
MEIS Director Amedeo Spagnoletto adds, ”After having been contacted by the Arena di Verona, we immediately began work on the selection of the most significant images able to condense two thousand years of history of Jews in Italy. An iconographic process that would have been impossible without the museums, archaeological sites and Jewish communities who shared their treasures with us. Spectators who see Nabucco at the Arena will travel throughout Jewish Italy from North to South.”
The opera will be staged on Saturday 3rd July at 9 pm, for the first of eight performances. The eponymous protagonist is the baritone of Mongolian origin Amartuvshin Enkhbat, an acclaimed Verdi voice throughout the world, along with another Arena favourite, dramatic soprano Anna Pirozzi in the role of Abigaille; Polish basso Rafał Siwek gives a stately voice to Zaccaria, alongside Fenena by the young Teresa Iervolino and Ismaele by Samuele Simoncini. The cast is completed by the loyal Assyrian Abdallo by Carlo Bosi, the High Priest of Bel by Romano Dal Zovo and the young Anna by Elisabetta Zizzo. As well as the Dancers, on stage there are also numerous mimes, walk-ons, the Chorus directed by Vito Lombardi and the Orchestra conducted by Daniel Oren, who returns to the Arena di Verona, where he recently  celebrated his 500th highly applauded evening on the rostrum. 

During the eight 2021 performances, all conducted by maestro Oren until 1st September, the singers on the first night will alternate with other truly great international voices, particularly acclaimed in these Verdi roles, alongside emerging talents: in the title role, baritones Luca Salsi, Sebastian Catana and George Petean, as Abigaille sopranos Saioa Hernández and Maida Hundeling, as Zaccaria bassos Vitalij Kowaljow and Michele Pertusi, as Fenena Annalisa Stroppa and Géraldine Chauvet, as Ismaele Riccardo Rados, as the High Priest Nicolò Ceriani, and Elena Borin as Anna.  
Further performances: 17, 24 July - 9:00 pm
6, 13, 20, 26 August - 8:45 pm
1 September - 8:45 pm
Cecilia Gasdia, General Manager and Artistic Director of Fondazione Arena di Verona states: “The new production confirms the energy and creative vitality of the Arena’s artistic department and the technical skills of its workers. The 2017 Risorgimento production showed that Nabucco stands up well to a being set in another historical period, if well thought out, keeping its dramatic power and above all its sense and historical truth intact. Among the new ideas for this 98th Festival, right from the outset we knew that Nabucco had to stand out in this sense. As well as these premises, there are also the musical certainties: a maestro in whom we have the utmost confidence and, on stage, today’s top performers from all over the world, with cast combinations that will stimulate audiences not only of opera fans to come to the Arena, making every evening unmissable.”
Gianfranco De Cesaris, General Director of Fondazione Arena, observes positive signs, ”After the extraordinary start with the preview of Aida in concert form conducted by Maestro Riccardo Muti, and a return to opera in its complete form with Cavalleria Rusticana and Pagliacci, our wonderful Festival’s program continues and, at the moment, is receiving great signs of appreciation on behalf of  spectators, confirming its role as a driving force of wellness and development for our Community.” 
 “This Nabucco adds an important element of Opera to the Festival, bringing an extensive narration to the Arena”, concludes Deputy Artistic Director Stefano Trespidi. “Even if it will be slightly different as far as form is concerned, it will essentially still be Verdi’s Nabucco - that is to say the story of common folk who find themselves at war, hard hit and exiled, and long for their homeland: something with which all people in every period can identify themselves and their story, even to this day.”
For info and tickets:
www.arena.it
and Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube social channels.
#inarena

Special thanks go to all our sponsors, who have confirmed their valuable contribution to supporting Fondazione Arena and its prestigious Festival, even in this difficult period. First of all, Unicredit, who has been alongside our theatre for over 25 years, in the role of main sponsor, manager of our electronic ticket office and partner in all the Festival’s promotion activities. We also thank Calzedonia, Volkswagen Group Italia, DB BAHN and RTL 102.5 and welcome Pastificio Giovanni Rana among our sponsors. 
A special mention also goes to all the companies, entrepreneurs, professionals and private individuals who participated in the fundraising campaigns “67 columns for the Arena di Verona” and #iosonolarena, run in recent months by Fondazione Arena.
Info
Fondazione Arena di Verona Press Office
Via Roma 7/D, 37121 Verona
Tel. (+39) 045 805.1861-1905-1891-1939-1847 

ufficio.stampa@arenadiverona.it - www.arena.it 

Press and Media Advisors Alessia Cappelletti with Marina Nocilla 

consulenti@capelletti-moja.com 

Tel. +39 347 5801910 / Tel. +39 338 7172263

Ticket Office
Via Dietro Anfiteatro 6/B, 37121 Verona
Tel. (+39) 045 59.65.17 - fax (+39) 045 801.3287
biglietteria@arenadiverona.it - www.arena.it
Call center (+39) 045 800.51.51 

Advance ticket sales Geticket
Prices from € 23.00 to € 260.00
3, 17, 24 July - 9:00 pm
6, 13, 20, 26 August - 8:45 pm
1 September - 8:45 pm
Nabucco
Dramma lirico in four acts. Libretto by Temistocle Solera 
Music by Giuseppe Verdi
Conductor Daniel Oren 

Chorusmaster Vito Lombardi
Characters and performers
Nabucco

Amartuvshin Enkhbat (3, 24/7 - 20, 26/8 - 1/9)



Sebastian Catana (17/7)



Luca Salsi (6/8)



George Petean (13/8)
Ismaele 

Samuele Simoncini (3, 17, 24/7 - 6/8)


Riccardo Rados (13, 20, 26/8 - 1/9)
Zaccaria 

Rafał Siwek (3, 17/7 - 13, 20, 26/8 - 1/9) 



Vitalij Kowaljow (24/7)


Michele Pertusi (6/8)
Abigaille 

Anna Pirozzi (3, 17, 24/7 - 6/8 - 1/9)


Saioa Hernández (13, 20/8)


Maida Hundeling (26/8)
Fenena 

Teresa Iervolino (3, 17, 24/7)


Annalisa Stroppa (6, 26/8 - 1/9)


Géraldine Chauvet (13, 20/8) 

The High Priest of Bel
Romano Dal Zovo (3, 17, 24/7 - 6/8)


Nicolò Ceriani (13, 20, 26/8 - 1/9)
 

Abdallo 

Carlo Bosi 

Anna 

Elisabetta Zizzo (3, 17, 24/7 - 6/8)


Elena Borin (13, 20, 26/8 - 1/9) 
ARENA DI VERONA ORCHESTRA, CHORUS, DANCERS AND TECHNICIANS
A NEW PRODUCTION BY FONDAZIONE ARENA DI VERONA 

Video design and digital sets D-WOK
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