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THE NEW “LA TRAVIATA” IN THE 98th ARENA DI VERONA OPERA FESTIVAL 2021 BETWEEN BELLE ÉPOQUE AND WOMEN’S PORTRAITS
Journey to the Beauty for Verdi’s most loved masterpiece, in collaboration with The Uffizi Galleries and with the patronage of the Ministry of Culture

From Saturday, Veneto Region is going to be the protagonist on the Arena stage among the ambassadors of Beauty 2021, with the symbolic places of artistic and cultural heritage
LA TRAVIATA

Saturday 10th July – 9:00 pm
ARENA DI VERONA
On Saturday 10th July, the fourth brand-new stage production of the Festival 2021 will be on stage: Giuseppe Verdi’s La Traviata, the most famous story of love and sacrifice in the Opera. The Lady of the Camellias lives again in Paris with a small age transfer, at the time of the development of new arts and techniques of the memorable 1889 Expo. The new architectural and digital scenes are enriched by female portraits reproduced on the majestic LED walls thanks to The Uffizi Galleries, ambassadors of beauty during the 98th Festival. After the first night with Verdi’s repertoire singers Lungu, Meli and Salsi, the most demanded singers will alternate on the Arena stage: Yoncheva, Garifullina, Grigolo, Pirgu, Piazzola, Petean, conducted by Francesco Ivan Ciampa. 

Moreover, on Saturday 10th July, there will be the preview of the new content created by Fondazione Arena di Verona, in collaboration with the regional Superintendences for Archaeology, Fine Arts and Landscape, Museums and cities of Veneto. During the whole Festival, the video will illustrate the known and less known wonders of the territory, continuing the fusion of different arts on the Arena stage.
“This year has brought several innovations to the Festival – says Cecilia Gasdia, General Manager and Artistic Director of Fondazione Arena di Verona – and this last one makes no exception in the management of civil responsibility already marked in our Amphitheatre, in a time of local and international re-birth. You will see breath-taking images, coming from places, where many of us belong to and that should make us proud of being their ambassadors.”
As already announced in May, Fondazione Arena di Verona, the leading proponent of a cultural re-birth project which involves the most eminent institutions in Italy and the Vatican, opens a real window on our Country’s Beauty with its Festival. Since the very beginning, a particular place has been reserved for the territory around the Arena. The homage to Veneto is going to be revealed and previewed on 10th July, during the première of La Traviata by Giuseppe Verdi in its new production. Verona, a crucial city of Veneto for its historic, cultural and artistic heritage, offers a unique stage to show the beauties of the Region through videos: the new content, adjusted to the LED walls framing the Arena set designs, will welcome the audience until the beginning of the performance and will be available for the whole duration of the Festival, reminding Verona and Veneto citizens of the surrounding beauties and inviting all tourists to deepen their knowledge of this immense heritage. This initiative was strongly desired by Fondazione Arena di Verona, in agreement with the Superintendence for Archaeology, Fine Arts and Landscape for Verona, Rovigo and Vicenza provinces, without excluding the most significant beauties of the whole Veneto Region. The video is presented in collaboration with the Ministry of Culture, Superintendence A.B.A.P. Padova-Belluno-Treviso, Superintendence A.B.A.P Venice, Regional Management Museums Veneto and the municipalities of Verona, Vicenza, Bassano and Padova.
Vincenzo Tiné, Director Archaeology, Fine Arts and Landscape for the provinces of Verona, Rovigo and Vicenza, explains: “I am really grateful to the General Manager, Gasdia, and to the Fondazione Arena for this extraordinary collaboration to the communication of the main cultural and landscape attractions of Veneto. Entertaining the prestigious audience of Arena with this kind of cultural and social promotion of our heritage is a winning choice from any point of view. Fondazione’s cultural choice for this year, highlighted by the Ministry of Culture’s patronage to the Opera Festival 2021, represents the best reply to the endless search for a balance between the two souls of Arena: the spectacular one and the monumental one. They are not in contrast, but they support and permeate each other.”
On Saturday 10th July, the premiere of La Traviata will be staged. It proposes at the same time Verdi’s masterpiece and a parallel journey to feminine beauty, thanks to The Uffizi Galleries’ heritage. 

While Nabucco was the title of his early success, La Traviata belongs to Verdi’s artistic maturity, who was aware of his means and willing to face his society, staging the topics he believed in. As well as Stiffelio and Rigoletto, Violetta’s story, based on the novel by Alexandre Dumas the younger (which was in turn taken from the authentic Marie Duplessis), had to fight against the censorship of its time and against a feedback that was never unanimous: not only because of the melodic invention and the “dramatic power”, among Verdi’s most inspired ones, but mostly for the audience’s difficulty to see their own virtues (fewer) and vices represented on the stage. Violetta Valéry, as in Dumas, moves her steps in waltz time in the bright city of Paris, which takes advantage of her beauty: the protagonist meets the young Alfred Germont at a worldly party, where she tries to hide her lethal disease while he declares his love to her. She is sceptical at the beginning but then she surrenders and withdraws from the élite to live her first and only authentic love story. However, the moral judgement of the society, in particular Alfred’s father’s judgement, threatens this “corrupt” woman. So, Violetta chooses the path of withdrawal for her beloved’s sake. This is the beginning of a drama full of intense emotions, with secrets, jealousy, conflicts and regrets.
The new set-up situates La Traviata in the golden age of Paris, during the 1889 World Fair, which was well-known and experienced by Verdi himself, as well: in this elegant and floral Belle Époque, the city is represented by the Tour Eiffel, a technical wonder strongly criticised at that time but today’s immortal symbol of the French capital. Digital set designs with images taken from the Parisian late 1800s and structures created in the Arena studios meet with vintage costumes and new choreographies on the Arena stage.
In order to stage this opera, the most loved and performed masterpiece in the world, Fondazione Arena di Verona chose The Uffizi Galleries as ideal partner, with the patronage of the Ministry of Culture. The images selected by the prestigious Florentine institution will flow during the very famous prelude, which depicts Violetta’s disease and love in few bars through the sound. This creates an ideal journey to the female beauty that culminates with the entrance of the protagonist.
“The Galleries – explains the Executive Director of The Uffizi Galleries, Eike Schmidt – offer a range of images for La Traviata, illustrating the woman’s figure in all its variations from the Renaissance to the XIX century. In this range of wonders we see the mythological sensuality of Botticelli’s Venus and Tiziano’s Flora, the perfection of Raffaello’s La Velata, the strength of biblical saints and heroines depicted by Mannerist painters, up to the intimate grace of Macchiaioli’s domestic scenes and the elegance, nearly photographic, of real women’s portraits by Goya, Boldini and Corcos. This collection of beauty and emotional intensity perfectly matches with the emotional intensity of the most well-known and esteemed opera in the world.”
From Saturday 10th July, La Traviata will stage six performances: each performance features the most demanded Verdi voices in the international panorama, among which there are some long-awaited debuts. The stars Irina Lungu, Sonya Yoncheva and Aida Garifullina will alternate in the role of Violetta. The beloved Alfred will be also interpreted by Francesco Meli, Celso Albelo, Saimir Pirgu and Vittorio Grigolo, while Luca Salsi, Simone Piazzola and George Petean will take turns as George, Alfred’s father.
The most refined present-day artists will perform the supporting roles, such as Carlo Bosi and Marcello Nardis as Gastone; Nicolò Ceriani as Barone Douphol; Natale De Carolis and Dario Giorgelè as Marchese d’Obigny; Romano Dal Zovo as Dr. Grenvil; Max René Cosotti as Giuseppe. The cast is completed by Victoria Pitts and Clarissa Leonardi as Flora; Yao Bohui as Annina and Stefano Rinaldi Miliani in the twin role of Servant-Commissioner. Alongside many mimes and extras, Dance is added to the Parisian parties, with the participation of the Principal Dancer, Eleana Andreoudi. The Chorus, instructed by Vito Lombardi, and the Arena di Verona Orchestra are conducted in all their performances by Francesco Ivan Ciampa, a young conductor well-known internationally and who also has an official recording of La Traviata at the Paris Opera House in his discography.
Further performances:
16th, 23rd July – 9:00 pm

7th,19th August – 8:45 pm

2nd September – 8:45 pm

“As a mark of Beauty, we feel honoured to have this artistic collaboration with The Uffizi Galleries, which allows the exchange between different arts at the Arena. – states Cecilia Gasdia, General Manager and Artistic Director of Fondazione – This choice of images, made by our team together with the Florentine Galleries, contributes to conform our magnificent and wide stage to such an intimate story, as La Traviata. Intimate as well as universal, able to speak to everyone even today, like the gazes and gestures of the portraits you will see at the beginning. This year more than ever Violetta is international, with the best performers of our present days, coming from all over the world to debut at the Arena, alongside other supporters of our Festival: it is necessary to come back many times to see and listen to all these different artists conversing in each performance in a different and always new way.”
Stefano Trespidi, Deputy Artistic Director, adds: “In La Traviata, Verdi’s music, like the latest movie camera, frames the totality of parties, together with Chorus and Dance, and then quickly zooms on the protagonists, putting their emotions into the foreground. At the Arena, the characters move in an elegant figurative context, based on the Belle Époque, the city of Paris as we dream it, thanks to the digital set designs, but also following a precise interpretive tradition, first inaugurated by Luchino Visconti, followed by Franco Zeffirelli, who dedicated his last direction to the Arena, precisely the direction of La Traviata.”

Information and tickets:

www.arena.it
and Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube social channels
#inarena

Special thanks go to all our sponsors, who have confirmed their valuable contribution to supporting Fondazione Arena and its prestigious Festival, even in this difficult period.

First of all, Unicredit, who has been alongside our theatre for over 25 years, in the role of main sponsor, manager of our electronic ticket office and partner in all the festival’s promotion activities. We also thank Calzedonia, Volkswagen Group Italia, DB BAHN and 102.5 and welcome PASTIFICIO RANA, the new entry among our sponsors. A special mention also goes to all the companies, entrepreneurs, professionals and private individuals who participated in the fundraising campaigns “67 columns for the Arena di Verona” and #iosonolarena, run in recent months by Fondazione Arena.

10, 16, 23 July 9:00 pm | 7, 19 August 8:45 pm | 2 September 8:45 pm
La Traviata

Melodrama in three acts
Libretto by Francesco Maria Piave

Music by Giuseppe Verdi
Conductor Francesco Ivan Ciampa 

Chorus Master Vito Lombardi
Cast

Violetta Valéry


Irina Lungu (10, 16/7)  ∙  Ruth Iniesta (23/7)




Sonya Yoncheva (7, 19/8)  ∙  Aida Garifullina (2/9)

Flora Bervoix

Victoria Pitts (10,16, 23/7)




Clarissa Leonardi (7, 19/8 - 2/9)

Annina



Yao Bohui
Alfredo Germont

Francesco Meli (10, 23/7)  ∙  Celso Albelo (16/7)




Vittorio Grigolo (7, 19/8)  ∙  Saimir Pirgu (2/9)
Giorgio Germont

Luca Salsi (10/7)  ∙  Simone Piazzola (16, 23/7 – 2/9)




George Petean (7, 19/8)
Gastone di Letorières

Carlo Bosi (10/7 – 7, 19/8) 




Marcello Nardis (16, 23/7 – 2/9)
Barone Douphol

Nicolò Ceriani 
Marchese d’Obigny

Natale De Carolis (10/7 – 7, 19/8)




Dario Giorgelè (16, 23/7 – 2/9)
Dottor Grenvil


Romano Dal Zovo 
Giuseppe


Max René Cosotti
A Servant/A Commissioner
Stefano Rinaldi Miliani
Principal Dancer

Eleana Andreoudi (10/7 – 7, 19/8 – 2/9) 


Aigerim Beketayeva (16, 23/7)
ARENA DI VERONA ORCHESTRA, CHORUS, DANCE COMPANY AND TECHNICAL TEAM

A NEW PRODUCTION BY FONDAZIONE ARENA DI VERONA

Video design and digital sets D-WOK
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