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THE WEEK OF STARS AT THE ARENA DI VERONA, THE HEART OF THE 98th OPERA FESTIVAL
On Thursday 29th July Turandot will be staged with Anna Netrebko and Yusif Eyvazov in collaboration with Parma’s Museum of Chinese Art and Ethnography (also performed on 1st and 5th August)
On Friday 30th on the Domingo Opera Night Plácido Domingo and Maria José Siri will be conducted by Francesco Ivan Ciampa with a unique repertoire - from Verdi and French composers to operetta and the zarzuela
On Saturday 31st July, tenor Roberto Alagna debuts at the Arena in Cavalleria rusticana and Pagliacci with Aleksandra Kurzak, Maestri and Zilio, conducted by Armiliato
On Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd August great ballet is once more the protagonist in Verona with two exceptional events Roberto Bolle and Friends 
Turandot
Thursday 29 July – 9:00 pm
Domingo Opera Night
Friday 30th July – 9:30 pm
Cavalleria rusticana & Pagliacci
Saturday 31st July - 9:00 pm
Roberto Bolle & Friends
Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd August ∙ 19:15 pm
Arena di Verona
A month from its inauguration, the 98th Arena di Verona Opera Festival is offering another new production and a series of unmissable events ∙ Anna Netrebko and Yusif Eyvazov, a couple on stage and in life, return to Verona together to give life for the first time in Italy to Turandot, the last masterpiece by Puccini (29th July, 1st and 5th August) with successful young talents such as Ruth Iniesta, Riccardo Fassi and conductor Jader Bignamini ∙ On Friday 30th July Plácido Domingo, idol of the Arena for over 50 years, returns for an evening: on the Domingo Opera Night he is performing famous pieces and rare gems from the Italian, French, Viennese and Spanish repertoire, with soprano Maria José Siri and conductor Francesco Ivan Ciampa ∙ On Saturday 31st July there is a special performance of the double verismo bill of Cavalleria rusticana and Pagliacci: the French tenor of Italian origin Roberto Alagna makes his eagerly awaited debut at the Arena di Verona alongside his companion Aleksandra Kurzak, acclaimed soprano who is performing on stage for the first time the twin role of Santuzza and Nedda; the exceptional cast performing with them includes Ambrogio Maestri, Elena Zilio and Davide Luciano ∙ This is followed by two evening under the banner of ballet, on August 2nd and 3rd, with a program full of surprises, artists and different styles: with Roberto Bolle and Friends the great étoile brings to the Arena the principal dancers of Milan’s La Scala, Astana Ballet, l’Opéra de Paris, Vienna’s Staatsballet and the Dutch National Ballet of Amsterdam. 
Turandot, the last work by Giacomo Puccini, unfortunately remained unfinished on the composer’s death in 1924. At the first performance, Arturo Toscanini was so moved as to be unable to complete the performance, with a finale reinvented by colleague Franco Alfano based on the Lucca composer’s notes. In this form, the fable of the “ice princess” arrived at the Arena in 1928 and since then, in spite of being the most recent opera by Puccini, became the most popular and most performed, exceeded numerically only by the classic Aida, Carmen and Nabucco. With these operas Turandot has in common the spectacular nature of the choral parts and the high evocative potential released by the sets and costumes of an ideal Beijing and, as Verona librettists Giuseppe Adami and Renato Simoni indicated “in the days of fables”. More than all these operas, it can boast a richness of colours and an iridescent complexity of the orchestral and tonal fabric, not mere Orientalism, but true original experimentation with which Puccini skilfully fuses traditional Chinese melodies and avant-garde of the 1900s. The immense orchestral and choral line-up of Turandot (formed by the Arena Orchestra, the Chorus directed by Vito Lombardi and Marco Tonini’s A.d’A.Mus. children’s chorus) will be conducted by maestro Jader Bignamini, resident conductor of Milan’s Verdi Orchestra and new Principal Conductor of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra.
In the role of the protagonist, Arena di Verona hosts soprano Anna Netrebko, for the first time in Italy and in Europe in a titanic role alongside her companion on stage and in life, Yusif Eyvazov, he too on his first Arena Calaf. Today’s Opera stars, acclaimed in the respective roles from the New York Metropolitan to St. Petersburg’s Marinskij, gave rise to an enthusiasm of days gone by at their Trovatore in Arena in 2019 and confirmed their closeness to the Verona public by participating in last year’s gala. Along with them, talented young artists such as Ruth Iniesta (Liù) and Riccardo Fassi (Timur), as the masks Ping, Pang and Pong the Met’s rising star Alexey Lavrov debuts along with specialists such as Francesco Pittari and Marcello Nardis. The cast is completed by the Mandarin by Ukraine's Vitkor Shevchenko and an exceptional Emperor, Carlo Bosi. Following the first night on Thursday 29th July, the same extraordinary cast is confirmed for two more performances, on Sunday 1st August and Thursday 5th August 
With the patronage of the Ministry of Culture, to recreate the visual world of the fable-style China of Turandot, Fondazione Arena di Verona found a truly prestigious partner institution in Parma’s Museum of Chinese Art and Ethnography, guardian of centuries-old treasures from various collections and donations. Father Alfredo Turco, director of the institution, states,”The collaboration on this important event strengthens the concept of brotherhood and humanity that our missionary museum has cultivated since 1901. The collaboration with Arena di Verona is important for us, to open up to new languages and scenarios. During Turandot, the images of our best pieces of Chinese art will enrich the scenery in a combination of symbology, art and suggestion remaining true to the subtlety and refinement typical of China’s cosmogonic system.”
Two more performances are also foreseen at  the end of the Festival, on 28th August and 3rd September, conducted by Francesco Ivan Ciampa with some variations to the program and important performers such as Murat Karahan (Calaf), Anna Pirozzi and Elena Pankratova (Turandot), Giorgio Giuseppini (Timur), Biagio Pizzuti (Ping) and Riccardo Rados (Pang and Prince of Persia). 
Domingo Opera night
Friday 30th July, at 9:30 pm, is an unmissable event and the protagonist is the great maestro Plácido Domingo, whose Italian debut was precisely at the Arena no less than 52 years ago, and who has maintained his ties with Verona for the whole of his long record-breaking career as a tenor, baritone and mentor to young talents and conductors As a baritone he is going on stage at the age-old amphitheatre for a single date along with soprano Maria José Siri. 
The program is divided into two parts, each with a different theme: the first is dedicated to Verdi and French Opera, with famous pieces alongside true rarities, from I Vespiri siciliani, Il Trovatore, Macbeth, Un Giorno di regno, La Forza del destino, Hamlet by Thomas, Le Cid and Thaïs by Massenet; the second offers the best pieces of classic Viennese operetta and authentic pièces de resistance from the Zarzuela repertoire, such as The Merry Widow and The land of smiles by Lehár, La del manojo de rosas by Sorozábal and Maravilla by Moreno Torroba. 
Under the stars, as conductor of the Fondazione Arena Orchestra is back Francesco Ivan Ciampa, who is conducting both La Traviata performances at the Arena di Verona and La Bohème in Bologna, last production by the famous director Graham Vick. Ciampa will conduct also rare symphonic fragments: there is eager expectation for the Hungarian March from The damnation of Faust by Berlioz which will ring round the age-old walls of the Verona amphitheatre for the first time). Some seats are still available, starting from 25.50 euros. 
Cavalleria rusticana & Pagliacci
On Saturday 31st July at 9 pm there will be the fourth performance of Pietro Mascagni’s Cavalleria rusticana, along with Pagliacci by Ruggero Leoncavallo. The new production bring the two verismo masterpieces to the Arena fifteen year after the last time they were staged, in a format that pays tribute to great Italian cinema, from Neorealism to the dreams of Fellini, with the patronage of the Ministry of Culture and the digital images of the Archaeological and Landscape Park of Agrigento’s Valley of Temples, the Vatican Museums, from the collections of the Vatican Apostolic Library, Turin’s National Cinema Museum and Rimini’s Fellini Museum, due to be inaugurated soon.
But what makes this performance of the verismo double bill absolutely unique is the cast: the Orchestra and Chorus of the Arena, conducted by Marco Armiliato, with numerous mimes, walk-ons and Dancers, are joined by three exceptional performers, all handling a twin role. After the inauguration with Riccardo Muti, baritone Ambrogio Maestri returns as the antagonist in both operas, Alfio and Tonio; alongside him a couple of artists united on stage and in life, Polish soprano Aleksandra Kurzak (already the acclaimed Violetta in the 2019 inauguration), who is performing the roles of Santuzza and Nedda for the first time in scenic form, and tenor Roberto Alagna, an international star to the fore in the rediscovery of opera repertoire from between the 1800s and 1900s, who makes his long-awaited debut at Arena di Verona, as Turiddu and Canio. The supporting roles feature the participation of exceptional artists: as mamma Lucia, on the amphitheatre’s stage after thirty five years’ absence and for just one date Elena Zilio, a mezzo-soprano with a lengthy top-grade career; Clarissa Leonardi confirms her talent in the role of the seductive Lola, whereas baritone Davide Luciano as the young Silvio by and tenor Matteo Mezzaro as Peppe are on their debut. The cast is completed by Max René Cosotti, Dario Giorgelè and the A.Li.Ve. Children’s Chorus directed by Paolo Facincani. Tickets are available from 24 euros. Cavalleria rusticana and Pagliacci will be performed for the last time this season, with a new cast, on 14th August. 
On the occasion of the performance of Turandot on 1st August, the Arena di Verona will once again be a meeting place for various arts and memories: for the entire evening of the performance of Turandot, Arcovolo (Vomitory) 1 (accessible to spectators with a stalls ticket or one for the Verdi, Puccini and Rossini sectors) will host the small but precious 18th century painting by Cignaroli showing the Holy Family, donated by Giambattista Meneghini to Maria Callas on 1st August 1947, on the eve of her Arena debut in La Gioconda and before her real international triumph. The greatest soprano of all time and the painting, which was so dear to her, then became inseparable. This rare “restitution”, possible thanks to the collaboration with the Paolo and Carolina Zani Foundation, will also be able to be seen by everybody before the opera (entrance is free), exclusively from 5 to 7 pm. 

Roberto Bolle and Friends
Truly extraordinarily, for two consecutive special evenings, on Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd August at 9:15 pm, the return of a show that crosses all frontiers of genre, of performing arts and, in this difficult 2021, also those of the continents, taking ballet and dance to the world’s most suggestive locations: from Rome to California, and from France to the Arena di Verona, where it is an eagerly awaited appointment year after year. This year, Roberto Bolle guides a program that passes from the great Russian and French classic (Adam, Massenet, Auber, Čajkovskij, Minkus) to new specially commissioned choreographies by Volpini, Bubeníček and Schiavoni to music by Vivaldi, Pachelbel and von Biber, which feature the on-stage participation of arranger and violinist Alessandro Quarta. The cast includes some of the best dancers from Astana, Paris, Amsterdam, Vienna and obviously Milan: Bakhtiyar Adamzhan, Timofej Andrijashenko, Valentine Colasante, Nicola Del Freo, Agnese Di Clemente, Liudmila Konovalova, Maia Makhateli, Nicoletta Manni, Paul Marque and Virna Toppi. To the originally announced date on 3rd August, sold-out some time ago, a true first has been extraordinarily added on Monday 2nd August, for which the last seats are available. 
Cecilia Gasdia, General Manager and Artistic Director of the Fondazione Arena di Verona states, ”These events represent the heart of the Festival, at which every evening is a real “first night”, for the high artistic value of the casts involved and the originality of the proposals courageously staged in a year that is definitely not easy. It’s been some time since we fielded all the Arena’s artists and workers for so many consecutive evenings on programs that are all different: this week, or rather these eleven days of stars, must bear witness to the vitality of a Festival that is about to celebrate its hundredth edition, on which we have been working for years, and for which we shall soon announce the 2022 program.”
Gianfranco De Cesaris, General Director of Fondazione Arena, declares, ”This week’s shows bear witness to the artistic quality of the 2021 Festival and the strength of our Theatre. All the Artists of the Festival and the protagonists of this truly unique week have confirmed their undertakings with Fondazione Arena in a period characterized by profound uncertainty, showing they believe in us and working along with us for the awaited recovery. We wish to thank the public for the confidence it is showing us, and we are continuing, encouraged by the support of the institutions, business enterprises and the entire city.”  
Stefano Trespidi, Deputy Artistic Director of the Fondazione concludes, ”We must thank the names that can be seen on this program, because, as well as being top-grade artists, they have borne witness to their closeness to the Arena di Verona putting themselves at the disposal of the Arena in the midst of a pandemic, to participate, practically without payment, in the unique 2020 galas, betting along with us in our rebirth and that of art. A demonstration of closeness and affection that we shall never be able to forget.” 
The “Week of stars” is in fact only the first part of eleven days of great shows, a record undertaking by Fondazione Arena di Verona, on-stage every evening with different operas and the best international artists. In fact, on Wednesday 4th August Maestro Daniel Oren debuts on the podium for Aida, following the first performances entrusted to young Venezuelan conductor Diego Matheuz, also being performed on Sunday 8th August. On Thursday 5th August there will the last performance of Turandot conducted by Jader Bignamini with the extraordinary participation of Anna Netrebko and Yusif Eyvazov. On Friday 6th August Nabucco will have a top-grade Verdi cast with specialists Luca Salsi and Michele Pertusi (both from the province of Parma, as was Verdi) and with Anna Pirozzi on her 100th performance as Abigaille. Lastly, on Saturday 7th August, the highly acclaimed Sonya Yoncheva, Vittorio Grigolo and George Petean debut in La Traviata, conducted by Francesco Ivan Ciampa. 
Starting from 1st August, the opera performances will begin at 8:45 pm (apart from the gala evenings, for which the different times are always indicated). 
www.arena.it
#inarena
Special thanks go to all our sponsors, who have confirmed their valuable contribution to supporting Fondazione Arena and its prestigious Festival, even in this difficult period. First of all, Unicredit, who has been alongside our theatre for over 25 years, in the role of main sponsor, manager of our electronic ticket office and partner in all the Festival’s promotion activities. We also thank Calzedonia, Volkswagen Group Italia, DB BAHN and RTL 102.5 and welcome Pastificio Giovanni Rana among our sponsors. 
A special mention also goes to all the companies, entrepreneurs, professionals and private individuals who participated in the fundraising campaigns “67 columns for the Arena di Verona” and #iosonolarena, run in recent months by Fondazione Arena.
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Fondazione Arena di Verona Press Office
Via Roma 7/D, 37121 Verona
Tel. (+39) 045 805.1861-1905-1891-1939-1847 

ufficio.stampa@arenadiverona.it - www.arena.it 
Press and Media Advisors Alessia Cappelletti with Marina Nocilla 

consulenti@capelletti-moja.com 

Tel. +39 347 5801910 / Tel. +39 338 7172263
Ticket Office
Via Dietro Anfiteatro 6/B, 37121 Verona
Tel. (+39) 045 59.65.17 - fax (+39) 045 801.3287
biglietteria@arenadiverona.it - www.arena.it
Call center (+39) 045 800.51.51 
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