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14th August 2021
JONAS KAUFMANN DEBUTS AT ARENA DI VERONA 

AND GIVES VOICE TO WAGNER, GIORDANO
AND VERDI’S MUSIC

Jonas Kaufmann Gala Event

Tuesday 17th August 2021 – 9.30 p.m.
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Jonas Kaufmann ©Gregor Hohenberg
Wagner is finally returning to the monumental setting of Arena di Verona also in its symphonic form, with the voice of the world’s best tenor of Wagner’s repertoire, Jonas Kaufmann. For his highly anticipated debut, he has chosen a special and unmissable programme, which combines The Valkyrie with Verdi and Giordano’s compositions which have been less performed at Verona’s amphitheatre. Martina Serafin, the soprano, and maestro Jochen Rieder, who debuts in the conduction of the Arena Orchestra, will join him in this special evening.
Announced well in advance in a busy international agenda, Jonas Kaufmann from Munich, the world’s most requested tenor and expert in Italian and German repertoires, is debuting at Arena di Verona on 17th August in a unique soirée with a special programme, which expresses his two souls: one of the dramatic tenor, highly esteemed in Italian Opera between the 19th and 20th centuries; and the other of a worldwide leading artist in Wagner’s music. He has recently been acclaimed both by audiences and critics at the Bavarian State Opera, where he sang the titanic role of Tristan, adding it to his rich repertoire (which already includes Lohengrin, Parsifal, the protagonist of Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg and Siegmund)
After the joyous notes of the Prelude to Lohengrin’s Act III, he starts the event in the role of Siegmund, the male protagonist in Die Walkűre (The Valkyrie), with the long scene in Act I, where he plays a duet with Sieglinde and discovers his own identity, in a memorable melodic flow that connects love, heroism, springtime and the origins of the world, as represented in Der Ring des Nibelungen’s saga. The soprano is Martina Serafin, a worldwide esteemed expert in the German repertoire, who has already performed at Arena di Verona as dramatic soprano in Tosca, Turandot and Nabucco.

After the intermission, the second part is completely Italian, with scenes and arias from Verdi’s La Forza del destino and Macbeth (absent from the amphitheatre for more than twenty years) and from the most famous parts of Giordano’s Andrea Chénier. Fondazione Arena di Verona offered a wide range of all these titles during the unique Summer Festival 2020, both with some less played operas from the Italian repertoire, and a single-subject evening dedicated to Richard Wagner, who is returning this year in his completeness and, for the first time, with Jonas Kaufmann’s singing.
The German conductor, Jochen Rieder, is debuting at the Gala Event as well. He will conduct the Arena Orchestra, accompanying the singing and will also be protagonist of some purely symphonic and demanding scores, from the Prelude of The Valkyrie, to the symphony of Verdi’s La Forza and the intermezzo from Puccini’s Manon Lescaut.
“The gala evenings at Arena di Verona continue – states Federico Sboarina, Verona’s Mayor and President of the Fondazione Arena – Unique performances that we strongly desired, not only to re-trace the history of music together with the audience, bringing back pieces which have been absent from the Veronese stage for decades, but also to see the opera maestros, world-famous artists, return to the Arena stage. Among them, of course, the greatest Wagnerian tenor, Jonas Kaufmann. A high-quality programme also to reach out to the new generations and therefore to build the audience of the future. We have to invest in young people, we have to propose the best, so that they can develop a passion for classical music and opera”.
“We have been waiting for this event for long time, all of us at Fondazione together with Arena’s spectators – adds Cecilia Gasdia, General Manager and Artistic Director of Fondazione Arena – we announced it two years ago and Jonas Kaufmann confirmed his participation even after the necessary re-planning. Considering the difficulties and obstacles we have experienced. And continue to experience, in compliance with laws, health and security issues, this debut at Festival 2021 arouses even more enthusiasm, pride and hope”.
“The audience has long awaited this debut and we all strongly desired it – states Gianfranco De Cesaris, General Director of Fondazione Arena. – In fact, also this year, Artists have trusted us so that we could create a high-quality cast, to ensure excellent performances every evening, living up to Arena di Verona’s reputation. Thus, we are really proud to host an international star, such as Jonas Kaufmann, for his debut at the Arena. He is well-esteemed worldwide by the best theatres and we are sure he will love the charm of our stage under the stars and its spectator’s enthusiasm”.
Stefano Trespidi, Deputy Artistic Director concludes: “Jonas Kaufmann’s participation in an Italian theatre is surely an extraordinary event: his debut in Verona joins the path of Arena over the last few years, which created collaborations with the world’s best artists, offering its audience the unique opportunity of listening to Wagner and Giordano’s music in this magical setting”.
In the event of cancellation due to bad weather, Jonas Kaufmann Gala Event (already sold-out many weeks ago) will take place the following day, Wednesday 18th August, at 9.30 p.m.
From Friday 6th August, legal obligation about EU Digital Covid Certificate (“Green Pass”) or other certification will be applied for the access to Arena di Verona. All details are available on the website https://www.arena.it/en/arena-di-verona/info-covid. 
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