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BEETHOVEN 9th SYMPHONY GALA
THE LAST INAUGURATION OF THE 98th ARENA DI VERONA OPERA FESTIVAL PAYS TRIBUTE TO THE BONN GENIUS AND REMEMBERS EZIO BOSSO, LOOKING TO REBIRTH
Erina Yashima debuts as conductor of the Orchestra and Chorus of the Fondazione Arena with a top-grade vocal cast for the Ode to joy: Iniesta, Barcellona, Pirgu and Pertusi
In front of the digital set, the last symphony by Ludwig van Beethoven travels round Italy’s squares with the historic photographs of Florence’s Fondazioni Alinari per la Fotografia
Beethoven Symphony No. 9
Sunday 22nd August, 9:30 pm
Arena di Verona
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The 2021 Arena di Verona audience © Ennevi/Fondazione Arena di Verona 
A great unrepeatable musical opportunity that contains the spirit of the 98th Opera Festival: The Arena di Verona becomes the symbol guiding Italy’s rebirth, with the patronage of the Ministry for Culture, the images of the Fondazione Alinari, the verses by Schiller and the music of Beethoven, launching a message of joy, brotherhood and hope.  The single date, on Sunday 22nd August at 9:30 pm, is already sold-out. 
Only performed three times in the Festival’s history, the last completed symphony by Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) returns for a single evening with an enormous symbolic value. Initially programmed for the 2020 Festival 2020 to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the composer’s birth, it should have featured Ezio Bosso on the podium, who announced it personally to the audience on the occasion of the triumphant performance of Carmina Burana at the Arena di Verona. The rescheduling, due to the pandemic and the untimely death of the Maestro postponed  the event to August 22nd at the 2021 Festival. The performance is dedicated to the memory of Ezio Bosso and will be conducted by the young Erina Yashima, a German conductor of Japanese origin, currently working with excellent orchestras in the United States, firstly alongside Riccardo Muti with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, then as Assistant Conductor of the Philadelphia Orchestra. The Arena podium is coloured pink in 2021 as never before: following the preview conducted by Nil Venditti and Verdi’s moving Messa da Requiem conducted by Speranza Scappucci, the Arena debut of Erina Yashima confirms Fondazione Arena close attention to the present and future of the best international talents, with no distinction of gender. 
The Ninth, planned for a long time and composed between 1822 and 1824, represents an unprecedented undertaking as far as the formation and fullness of the symphonic genre was concerned, which was revolutionized forever: Beethoven experimented the use of themes, rhythms and colours unheard of before and introduced a non-musical message, the words of the Ode to joy by Friedrich Schiller (1759-1805), entrusting it to four soloists and chorus. Prior to the performance on May 7th 1824 at the Theater an der Wien, the human voice had never been part of a symphonic composition. The audience on the first night saluted Beethoven, whose deafness was already well-known, not with applause, but waving their handkerchiefs. Since then, although representing an exception by classic standards, the Ninth symphony has become a milestone and terrain for confrontation for all the composers who followed, from Mendelssohn to Mahler, Berlioz to Šostakovič. 
The symphony, in D minor and lasting a total of 80 minutes, respects the classic and romantic division into four movements: an atmosphere of expectation and heroism permeates the Allegro non troppo, un poco maestoso; which is followed by the famous Scherzo, Molto vivace, with its peremptory timpani, and then the Adagio molto e cantabile, a contemplative oasis, almost a prayer, of variations flowing into each other. Another revolution is the very structure of the Finale, which takes up the themes of the first three movements, including them in a recitative, initially only orchestral, then with the appeal of the bass:”Amici, non più questi suoni!” The Chorus and other soloists reply to this, singing the praises of joy and universal brotherhood with the verses of Schiller, with a series of completely different and unpredictable genres and atmospheres, from a military march, to an a cappella chorus and a fugue. Under the banner of allegorical Joy, the poetic text passes on an even more concrete message: “Embrace yourselves, multitudes!” As well as the Orchestra della Fondazione Arena, the protagonist in the fourth movement is therefore the Chorus directed by Vito Lombardi and four exceptional soloists: soprano Ruth Iniesta, a highly acclaimed Liù alongside Netrebko and Eyvazov, mezzo-soprano Daniela Barcellona and tenor Saimir Pirgu, both refined belcanto specialists sought after throughout the world and, on the season’s debut at the Arena, expert bass Michele Pertusi, recent winner of the Maria Callas international Award. 

Concluding the ideal journey round Italy under the banner of Beauty throughout the whole Festival, to accompany the Ninth Symphony Fondazione Arena di Verona conceived a route based on images curated with Florence’s Fondazione Alinari per la Fotografia, which gathered the heritage of the precious historic photograph archive, and was realized with video design by D-wok. The subject of the digital scenery is a symbolic excursus in the most beautiful squares’ of Italy and the world, caught in special moments with great historical and social as well as documentary value. It Is, as Claudia Baroncini, Director of the Fondazione, states: “A great honour and a reason for real joy for the Fondazione Alinari per la Fotografia to participate in the realization of this memorable evening, for the initiative’s cultural value and the meanings it features. The historical photographs of the Alinari Archives, one of the world's most important and oldest photographic ‘deposits’, which became a public heritage thanks to the Tuscany Region, highlight their narrative and evocative possibilities in the unrepeatable combination with the performance of the 9th Symphony at the Arena. Our deep thanks go to the Fondazione Arena di Verona for the invitation, not only to create the digital scenery together, but above all to bring to life a far-sighted joint project between cultural institutions, to ensure that the restart is a real rebirth for the whole world of culture.” 
Verona Mayor Federico Sboarina, president of the Fondazione Arena states, “We are proud to present the Arena audience a unique evening, dedicated to Beethoven’s greatest masterpiece, one of the most famous and most performed works of the entire classic repertoire. A symphony that has run through the centuries, entering the greatest theatres and becoming the soundtrack of films and shows, which is also recognized by everybody for the power of the Ode to Joy. We are certain that this symphonic concert will move the spectators. Our thanks go to the cast, the orchestra and the chorus of Fondazione Arena, true cultural and artistic excellence at international level.”
Cecilia Gasdia, General Manager and Artistic Director of the Fondazione Arena di Verona states, ”Listening to this masterpiece live is always a privilege, but for all of us at Fondazione Arena this performance is full of meaning and emotion. It is our tribute to Beethoven and at the same time to our friend Ezio, who believed in the power of music and sharing. We remember him in this way, with the commitment and passion that distinguished him when taking Beauty to all those who thought it was a legacy of a chosen few: it was one of our missions in this Festival. Our best hopes for the Arena and its spectators, for Italian Culture and Shows and for the whole world, are all to be found in Schiller verses and Beethoven music, which never cease to be universal: that people once more embrace one another with joy and look to the future with hope, not fear.” 
For info and tickets: 
www.arena.it
and Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube social channels. 
#inarena
Special thanks go to all our sponsors, who have confirmed their valuable contribution to supporting Fondazione Arena and its prestigious Festival, even in this difficult period. First of all, Unicredit, who has been alongside our theatre for over 25 years, in the role of main sponsor, manager of our electronic ticket office and partner in all the Festival’s promotion activities. We also thank Calzedonia, Volkswagen Group Italia, DB BAHN and RTL 102.5 and welcome Pastificio Giovanni Rana among our sponsors. A special mention also goes to all the companies, entrepreneurs, professionals and private individuals who participated in the fundraising campaigns “67 columns for the Arena di Verona” and #iosonolarena, run in recent months by Fondazione Arena.
Info
Fondazione Arena di Verona Press Office
Via Roma 7/D, 37121 Verona
Tel. (+39) 045 805.1861-1905-1891-1939-1847 

ufficio.stampa@arenadiverona.it - www.arena.it 

Press and Media Advisors Alessia Cappelletti with Marina Nocilla 

consulenti@capelletti-moja.com 

Tel. +39 347 5801910 / Tel. +39 338 7172263

Ticket Office
Via Dietro Anfiteatro 6/B, 37121 Verona
Tel. (+39) 045 59.65.17 - fax (+39) 045 801.3287
biglietteria@arenadiverona.it - www.arena.it
Call center (+39) 045 800.51.51 

Advance ticket sales Geticket
Prices from € 16 to € 150
Sunday 22nd August ∙ 9:30 pm
Beethoven Symphony No. 9
Conductor Erina Yashima
Symphony N. 9 in D minor, op. 125 "Choral" for soloists chorus and orchestra 

Music by Ludwig van Beethoven


I. Allegro ma non troppo, un poco maestoso  -  II. Molto vivace  -  III. Adagio molto e cantabile  -  IV. Presto - Allegro assai - Recitative for baritone: O Freunde, nicht diese Töne - Chorus: Freude, schöner Götterfunken (Allegro assai)
Soprano Ruth Iniesta ∙ Contralto Daniela Barcellona
Tenor Saimir Pirgu ∙ Bass Michele Pertusi
FONDAZIONE ARENA DI VERONA ORCHESTRA AND CHORUS
Video design and digital sets by D-wok
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